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Selection of previous ecology experiences:  
 
-Spotted Owl Off-Highway Vehicle Study: Working with the Center for Conservation Biology, I was a crew 
leader in a landscape scale study in the extremely rugged Shasta-Trinity and Mendocino Forests, California. 
We performed an experiment –a rarity for ecology work- in which we measured the stress levels of the 
endangered Northern Spotted Owl when exposed to noise disturbances from nearby roads. Our early sampling 
periods were subjected to the rainiest and snowiest winter ever recorded in Northern California, which 
involved 18 hour days watching Owl pairs in the snow. Our later sampling periods were in a record-breaking 
heatwave- 21 hour days in 115 F/ 46 C sunshine. With the help of some fantastic interns, our collected data 
far exceeded our expectations.   
 
-Northern Goshawk Surveys: The 2005 field season in the Rocky Mountains saw the largest raptor survey  
project yet performed in the USA. The USFS and Idaho Fish and Game conducted a  randomized and 
replicated survey  through Idaho and Montana in each of the National Forest lands.  Working alone in the 
forest, each technician spent the entire day navigating and orienteering through the mountains sending out 
goshawk calls, searching for nests, and performing vegetation surveys. I was working in a region of Northern 
Idaho between Missoula and Coeur d' Alene, in a variety of habitats from subalpine forests to wet old growth 
valleys and recent regeneration. 
 
 -Tasmanian Devil Trapline: Volunteering on a project monitoring the health of the Tasmanian devil’s on the 
east coast of the island. These animals are the largest surviving marsupial carnivores, and exist only in 
Tasmania. They are threatened by feral animal competition, habitat change, and the recent spread of a facial 
tumor disease. During this project, we maintained 40 traps per day and microchip marked/recaptured every 
new devil.  
 
-Canopy arthropods of Eucalyptus obliqua: Set and processed hundreds of traps in the crowns of sixteen 
Eucalyptus obliqua trees reaching 75 metres in height. Research project on the biodiversity of young and old 
trees and the influence of branching architecture. More at www.geog.utas.edu.au/yoav 
-Crow behavior research: My senior thesis at UW investigated crow behavior at an early morning 
congregation within the city of Seattle.  I worked in close proximity to large groups of crows in an urban 
setting. 
 -Tasmanian nest cameras: Arboreal camera installations to study Corvus tasmanicus, the Tasmanian Forest 
Raven. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first time this technology had been used in Tasmania to study 
birds. After the nest was spotted, the tree was climbed to mount a small camera above the nest.  
-Oregon High Lakes Amphibian mark/recapture: On the divide of the Oregon Cascades along the Pacific 
Crest Trail.  We maintained underwater traps, performed regular sweep-netting through the aquatic 
vegetation, and ran snorkel transects to capture newts, salamanders, and frogs. Experience with handling 
fragile live animals. 
 -Exposure to wildlife survey statistics, mark-recapture, telemetry studies: Studies UW and UTas has 
given me a good foundation in the statistics and assumptions involved in wildlife monitoring. Hands-on 
experience with techniques such as point surveys, mark-recapture, radio tracking, and the processing of this 
data, were a core component of the wildlife studies program.  Current conservation biology concepts such as 
habitat suitability appraisal and environmental impact assessment were covered as well.  I am interested in 
animal population monitoring and management, as well as plant and insect biodiversity interactions. 
 -Paleoecology: Field trips and studies at UW offered a chance to study the past and present distribution of 
plants and animals throughout the United States and the world. Opportunities to dig for fossils cemented the 
lessons. In Tasmania, a sharp contrast between modern, fire adapted flora (30 million years) and ancient 
Southern Hemisphere Gondwana flora (250 million years), is apparent. Underground in Tasmanian caves, ancient 
spiral seashells are evidence of the calciferous origins of the limestone. Appreciation of the time scale on 
which organisms have evolved and become extinct has greatly enhanced my understanding of the natural world.  
 -Pacific Northwest forest ecology and management: Undergraduate education at UW included several field 
classes with Dr. Jerry Franklin. We traveled throughout the Northwest and studied several forest 
ecosystems, including the canopy crane at Wind River, on the lava plains at St. Helens, the pine and sage 
forests of Eastern Washington, the Olympic coastal forests, and at various government and non-government 
agencies. During these classes, we learned about the management and political histories of endangered species 
such as the Northern Spotted owl and Marbled Murrelets. 
 

       


